Myanmar New Year Call to Action
by
Blood Money Campaign and Global Myanmar Spring Revolution
Today marks the New Year in Myanmar for many Burmese. Thingyan is Myanmar’s
most significant cultural event, celebrated with the splashing of water on others as
a form of symbolic cleansing in the country. Unlike any other years, people in
Myanmar have cancelled Thingyan to protest against the junta’s propaganda as
they continue their failed attempt to gain legitimate power over the people of
Myanmar since February 2021.
The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners - Burma (AAPPB) reported, as at
15th of April 2022, the military and its security forces had deliberately killed 1,756
innocent civilians of which over 100 were children. 13,282 people were arbitrarily
arrested, with 10,238 still in detention. 59 have been sentenced to death including
2 children.
For more than a year, the people in Myanmar have been living in a constant state
of fear, deprived of their basic human rights, freedom, justice, and democracy.
There are many incidents and reports of military deliberately killing civilians,
including many children. International responses on these military’s reign of
terror, injustice and atrocities have been lacking in substance and ineffective.
Worse of all, the UN and the international governments have deferred their
responsibilities to deal with the Myanmar junta’s atrocities to ASEAN, which is now
chaired by the Cambodian Prime Minister and former military commander, Hun
Sen.
Despite the united voices of human rights activists, civil society organisations,
Myanmar diaspora across the globe and the people inside Myanmar, ASEAN was
ineffective and slow in taking action. ASEAN has not only failed to implement its
“five-point consensus” adopted in April 2021 to address the crisis, they also failed
to provide cross border assistance, fundamental to the protection of civilians.
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ASEAN failed to negotiate with the neighbours of Myanmar such as China, Thailand
and India, to secure protection and safe passage for more than 900,000 internally
displaced people in Myanmar, who face increasing insecurity and crisis.
ASEAN risks legitimising junta leader Min Aung Hlaing by officiating the junta with
a visit by the ASEAN’s special envoy to Myanmar, Prak Sokhonn, during the week of
21st March 2022. This visit, which failed to halt or mitigate the junta’s atrocity
crimes, was publicised excessively in junta-controlled social media, television
channels and newspapers. There are no reports of the ASEAN’s special envoy
meeting with the representatives of the National Unity Government, the
legitimate government of Myanmar. Meanwhile, many innocent people are getting
killed every single day. While promoting its engagement with ASEAN in the media,
the junta also widely broadcast on national TV on 27 March the threatening and
deadly message to civilians: “You should take lessons from earlier ugly deaths, that
you could be in danger of getting shot in the head and back,” to intimidate the
protesters from peaceful and legitimate protests. That very same day, one year
ago, more than 90 people were shot and killed including children. Their only crime
was walking down the street to protest peacefully.
The Myanmar junta led by Senior General Min Aung Hlaing is now nothing but an
oppressive, destructive, genocidal terrorist organisation which is perpetrating
daily airstrikes on villages, town, and residential areas, grotesque display of
violence, systemic attacks and sexual violence on women and children, torching of
many houses in villages and towns, and many other atrocities.
There are striking similarities between Russia’s Putin and the Myanmar military’s
Min Aung Hlaing. They both deliberately target innocent civilians, targeting
airstrikes on residential areas, and hospitals, and both have intentionally blocked
aid to the general population as a form of collective punishment. Yet they
misjudge the strong will of the people. On the opposite end, the innocent people in
both Ukraine and Myanmar are the ones paying for the cost of these atrocities
committed by Putin and Min Aung Hlaing. Both countries are facing a serious
human rights crisis, the loss of lives caused using heavy artillery and airstrikes,
loss of properties and homelessness, and are in a constant state of fear.
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The international community has responded swiftly to the atrocities committed by
Russia’s Putin. Remarkably, 4 millions who fled from Ukraine were able to seek
refuge in their neighbouring countries within a space of four weeks. Until now, the
UN has failed to protect the innocent people of Myanmar. There is no effective
implementation or strategy in place to end these abuses from the junta and to
bring justice and accountability to Min Aung Hlaing, the failed coup leader and a
terrorist. For more than one year, the people in Myanmar and the Myanmar
diaspora around the world have been repeatedly urging the international
community to ensure the civilian protection, and to impose targeted sanctions to
prevent or to stop the military fromits war crimes and atrocities. The international
community seems to have turned a deaf ear to these urgent calls for action, and
failed their fundamental obligations to international humanitarian law.
If the sanctions were imposed swiftly and effectively and if the National Unity
Government was recognised and able to gain the support from the international
government, the impact on the lives of the people in Myanmar would have been
significant.
These failures have pushed the people in rural and remote areas of Myanmar to
arm themselves to safeguard against the junta’s soldiers. Myanmar now is the
country of multi-front war, where reports of killings and people fleeing their
homes are becoming a daily occurrence in the news. People have no choice but to
call on the rights to life! The rights to defend themselves! The rights to arms
themselves in order to protect lives!
One thing that the international community can attest to is that the people in
Myanmar are strong willed and are hopeful that they will be able to liberate the
country from the illegal military’s dictatorship once again. If the international
governments, and the UN fail to take strong steps in Myanmar, it will embolden
the military to commit further abuses and atrocities which will unnecessarily
prolong the suffering of people throughout the country.
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Therefore, today, Blood Money Campaign and Global Myanmar Spring Revolution
are urgently calling on the international governments to apply the following
measures immediately so that there can be tangible differences to the lives of
people in Myanmar.
Protect the people of Myanmar from crimes against humanity committed by
the military;
Declare no-fly zones in relevant areas to avoid further bloodshed caused by the
military airstrikes;
Impose targeted, coordinated and tougher sanctions against the military and
its businesses such as Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise (MOGE), Myanmar
Mining Enterprise (MME), Myanmar Foreign Trade Banks (MFTB), etc;
Freeze the financial assets of the military and individual members of the
regime, and cut off financial inflows to the military;
Suspend foreign direct investment until democratically elected government is
restored in Myanmar;
Impose sanctions on the sale of jet fuel to the military and call on PetroChina to
stop shipping jet fuel to the Myanmar military;
Impose a global arms embargo against the military;
Provide humanitarian assistance to people in need, and provide shelter on
humanitarian grounds to people seeking refuge in neighbouring countries and
elsewhere;
Write collectively to the ICC to hold those responsible for atrocity crimes
accountable; and
Give recognition to the National Unity Government of Myanmar as a legitimate
government of the people of Myanmar.

Blood Money Campaign (BMC) is a diverse
group of grassroots activists and union
leaders in Myanmar supported by
international CSOs and Unions.

Global Myanmar Spring Revolution (GMSR) is
the coordination body of worldwide
Myanmar diaspora communities leading
campaigns for Federalism in 21+ countries,
mostly led by GEN-Z.
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