RECAP

Press Conference on December 1, 2021

10 MONTHS AFTER
THE ILLEGAL COUP
ATTEMPT IN
MYANMAR, NEW
ELEMENT ON
TOTALENERGIES’
COMPLICITY IN THE
MYANMAR
MILITARY’S
ATROCITIES

PRESS RELEASE

On

December 1 2021, Global Myanmar Spring
Revolution (GMSR) and Blood Money Campaign
(BMC), in collaboration with Info Birmanie and La
Communaute Birmane de France, held a press
conference to mark the submission of an open
letter by over 780 civil society organizations and
unions to TotalEnergies demanding an end to its
complicity in atrocity crimes. This call was
supported with a petition signed by more than
224,000 people worldwide.

The press conference included an
announcement from the National Unity
Government, appointing a Deputy Minister
as Managing Director of the Myanma Oil
and Gas Enterprise (MOGE), and fresh
testimony by workers from TotalEnergies
and its subcontractors demanding that the
continuing payments to the military junta
must be stopped.

Sophie Brondel, from Info Birmanie, moderated the Press Conference and called attention to
the Open Letter to Mr. Patrick Pouyanne, CEO and Chairman of TotalEnergies. She added that
the letter countered the arguments and excuses that TotalEnergies continues to use to fuel
the junta, and urged TotalEnergies to take concrete actions to suspend payments to the junta.
Ro Nay San Lwin, co-founder of Free Rohingya Coalition and a prominent human rights
defender, opened the press conference with an overview of historic and ongoing atrocities in
Myanmar. Nay San Lwin highlighted TotalEnergies’ conscious decision to continue payments
that clearly enter the Myanmar military junta’s coffers, ignoring calls from Myanmar
stakeholders to stop revenue payments.
Thanegi Preuss, an activist from the 1988 uprising and member of the CRPH/NUG Support
Team in Germany reiterated the main messages from the open letter submitted to
TotalEnergies, stating that TotalEnergies is acting as a main financial supporter to the
Myanmar military junta presently and that payments should be facilitated into a protected
account.
U Maw Htun Aung, NUG’s Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Electricity and Energy, announced
that he has been appointed the Managing Director of MOGE following a dismissal of the
military-appointed Managing Director of MOGE for failure to comply to orders of the NUG and
for his support to the SAC, a designated terrorist organization. U Maw Htun Aung stated that
NUG will continue to abide by agreements with gas companies made by the previous
Government of Myanmar and that it expects gas companies to do the same. NUG has declared
that all revenue payments to accounts accessible to the military regime are a breach of
Myanmar law, including the counterterrorism law, and breach of gas company contracts.
U Maw Htun Aung added that gas companies are misappropriating state assets and
disregarding its human rights obligations.
Ben Hardman, Myanmar Legal and Policy Advisor for EarthRights International, stated that
TotalEnergies has marked the 10th anniversary of the UN Guiding Principles on Business and
Human Rights with complicity in atrocity crimes. Hardman highlighted that misleading
statements made by TotalEnergies to the public and investors, both on the leverage it has over
revenue flows and the impacts of using that leverage, appear to be a campaign of
misinformation that has deterred governments from sanctioning MOGE. He added that the
NUG order appointing a new head of MOGE, highlighted that TotalEnergies is instead choosing
the criminal junta instead of the legitimate government each time it facilitates payments to
MOGE bank accounts that have been seized by the SAC. Hardman made a comparison to a case
in the U.K. courts where the Bank of England held Venezuelan gold, but was unable to
determine who was the Head of State so refused to release the funds..

He concluded that the misinformation campaign appears to have contributed to the
opposition of Macron’s government to sanctions on MOGE, despite the E.U. position that
revenues flowing through state owned enterprises such as MOGE fund the regime.
A TotalEnergies worker from Total Myanmar joined the press conference. The worker
gathered testimonies from other Total Myanmar staff; her identity was hidden for security
reasons. The worker described Total’s poor treatment of its staff, forcing staff who are
critical of Total on social media to resign without notice and compensation, and its failure
to provide adequate healthcare during the COVID-19 pandemic. The worker highlighted
discrepancies between TotalEnergies’ statements and practice. In public, it has stated that
it continues to operate and facilitate payments to the junta to protect its staff, yet in
practice it is failing to respect workers’ rights. She ended her statement by declaring that
Total’s workers are demanding that it stop payments to the military junta because they are
financially supporting the junta’s mass killings, and they expected Total to be a more
responsible business.
Debbie Stothard, founder of ALTSEAN Burma, highlighted that out of the states that are
on the agenda of the UN Security Council, Myanmar is the 3rd most dangerous country for
civilians. In September and October 2021, Myanmar had more conflict incidents targeting
or harming civilians than Syria and Afghanistan, and indicators point to worse rates in
November and December, thus underlining the urgency to stop funding the brutality of the
military junta.
Ko Ye, a natural resource, fossil fuel and mining activist from Blood Money Campaign
(BMC) pointed out that the military junta has to deploy massive military logistics to commit
war crimes and crimes against humanity. These operations are very costly and require
massive foreign currency from natural resource revenues. It is well known that the military
junta uses the funds from oil and gas sales received from companies like TotalEnergies,
Chevron, POSCO and PTTEP to fund their atrocity crimes.
Mon Zin, a certified professional accountant and an advocate from Global Myanmar Spring
Revolution, Blood Money Campaign & WAM (Women Activists Myanmar), stressed that the
campaign on TotalEnergies is the beginning of the many campaigns soon to follow as
Myanmar diasporas around the world are working hard to urge the international
community to help the helpless and oppressed Myanmar civilians. She added that the
targeted sanctions are the important aspects of preventing the occurrence of the junta’s
atrocities.

Finally, Debbie Stothard concluded the Press Conference with the final message that
TotalEnergies has no excuse now but to listen to the people inside the country. By continuing to
pay funds to the military junta, TotalEnergies is dangerously legitimizing a terrorist organisation
and breaching Myanmar law, OECD guidelines and United Nation’s Guiding Principles on
Business and Human Rights. It is evident that this campaign led by GMSR and BMC has received
overwhelming support with more than 780 CSOs endorsing this campaign. TotalEnergies must
not continue to side with a military junta that the people of Myanmar overwhelmingly reject.
The press conference was in hybrid format held online via Zoom and in person. It was attended
by French media and can be viewed here: https://fb.watch/9DkzqzpO_H/
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